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 On Monday August  3rd, Hurri-
cane Isaias (ees-ah-EE-ahs) made 
land fall on the southeast shore of 
the United States. By Tuesday even-
ing, approximately 3.5 million cus-
tomers had lost power east coast of 
the US and up into Canada, racing 
this distance in just 24 hours. Nine 
to twelve fatalities are attributed to 
the hurricane. Isaias caused the sec-
ond largest power outage in New 
York City history. 

  Utilities along the east coast were 
overwhelmed and requested help in 
restoring power. In two waves, be-
ginning on the  August 4th, ComEd 
sent over 250 people to assist. Those 
who answered the call included 
Crew Leaders and Overhead Electri-
cians, Material Handlers, Fleet Me-
chanics, Construction Order Clerks, 

and management person-
nel from across the 
ComEd territory.  

   The first group was sent 
originally to Exelon Utili-
ty subsidiaries Baltimore 
Gas & Electric (BGE) and 
Pepco Holdings Inc where 
over 30,000 customers 
were out of power. As the numbers 
continued to mount and damages 
became clearer, the second group 
was identified and started east.  En 
route, the groups were divided and 
rerouted to locations including At-
lantic City Electric (ACE), Dayton 
Power & Light (DP&L), and Poto-
mac Electric Power Co (Pepco), 
who alone, had almost 65,000 cus-
tomers out of power. 

  Over the first six days the hard 
work of restoration brought the 
numbers of customers without pow-
er down to approximately 6500. 
The second wave of ComEd em-
ployees began to return home while 
the first wave remained to continue 
with the final restoration efforts. 

  As the first group returned home 
on August 10th, Mother Nature had 
decided she was not done.  
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Happy Labor Day 
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 The first Monday in September has 
been officially celebrated with feder-
al observance as Labor Day in the 
United States since 1894. The Broth-
erhood of Electrical Workers had 
been established in St. Louis just 
three years earlier.  A day to recog-
nize the workers and their labor did-
n’t come easily or directly.  

 On the heels the Haymarket Affair 
which is one of the foulest miscar-
riages of  American justice, one of 

the worst strikes in our history was 
one of the twisted turns on the path 
to our current holiday. 

      America’s labor unions wanted a 
day as an official tribute to their 
cause of workers’ rights. The legisla-
tion sanctioning the holiday was 
pushed through Congress amid labor 

unrest and signed by President Grover 
Cleveland as an attempt at reconcilia-
tion after the 1894 Pullman Strike.   



Continued 
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Sep temb er  -  Ca lendar   

1 
First 

Tuesday  

NORTHERN UNIT MEETING       5:30PM 
American Legion - 749 Milwaukee Ave -  

Gurnee 

2 First 
Wednesday    

POWERTON UNIT MEETING       4:00PM 
PACE  - 300 McLean Street -  

Pekin 

 

JOLIET UNIT MEETING              5:30PM 
Stone City VFW - 124 Stone City Drive -   

Joliet  

3 
First  

Thursday  

DIXON UNIT MEETING             6:00PM
 

American Legion - 1120 W. First St. -  

Dixon 

 

ELMHURST UNIT MEETING        6:30PM 
American Legion - 310 W. Butterfield Rd - Elmhurst 

6  
1860 - Pioneering social worker Jane Addams, Hull House 

founder and Nobel Prize winner, was born in Cedarville, Illinois  

7 
First  

Monday Labor Day Observed Holiday 

9 
Second 

Wednesday  

KINCAID UNIT MEETING           3:45PM 
South Fork Building - 124 Central Avenue -  

Kincaid 

 

CHICAGO UNIT MEETING          5:00PM 
Frat’l  Order of Police - 1412 W. Washington -  

Chicago 

10 
Second 

Thursday  

ROCKFORD UNIT MEETING       5:30PM   
Holiday Inn - 7550 E. State Street -  

Rockford        

11 Friday 

2001 - Four teams of Mideast assassins committed the worst 
terrorist attack in U.S. history. They hijacked four passenger 

jets; drove two planes into the World Trade Center, one into 
the Pentagon, the fourth crashed into a  field  

when passengers resisted the captors.  
Nearly 3,000 persons were killed.  

13 Sunday Grandparents Day 

16 
Third 

Wednesday 
Executive Board Meeting  

23 Wednesday First Day of Autumn 

24 Thursday 
  First Day to Vote Early at  

Designated Locations in Illinois  

30 
Fifth 

Wednesday 

1962 - Cesar Chavez and Delores Huerta start the  
United Farm Workers of  America  

President McGoldrick and  
Vice-President Phillips Will Attend 
*  

 That event took place on Chicago’s 
far south side in a town where the boss 
owned the factory, stores, housing and 
church. The September date also 
served corporate interests to under-
mine May 1st,  which had been adopted 
by trade unionists as rallying point since 
the 1886 Haymarket Massacre. May 
Day has become International Workers 
Day and is celebrated worldwide. 
    The Pullman Palace Car Co had cut 
workers’ wages more than one-fourth 
during the Panic of 1893 but raised the 
rents and prices paid by employees in 
Pullman-owned housing and stores. 
Pullman workers, many of them Amer-
ican Railway Union members, went on 
a wildcat strike refusing to move trains 
that pulled Pullman cars. Railway Un-
ion President Eugene Debs, initially 
warned against striking but  reluctantly 
led the stoppage after it spread to St. 
Louis.  
 George Pullman flat out refused to 
recognize the union or consider any 

settlement. Eventually, 250,000 rail 
workers joined in the strike and shut 
down train traffic moving west from 
Chicago.   
 Over the objections of Governor 
Altgeld, Cleveland sent federal troops to 
break the strike. Thirty workers were 
killed. The strike was ended. The trains 
ran. The law designating Labor Day 
was signed six days later. Public opin-
ion turned against Cleveland, Pullman 
and Debs. Debs was jailed for contempt 
of court, Pullman was forced to sell his 
town, and Cleveland’s Democrats took 
a beating in the 1894 mid-term elec-
tions.  
 Organized labor barely survived until 
Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal in the 
1930s. Since the 1980s, the war on labor 
has intensified with antiworker groups 
winning a majority of state houses.  
Union membership was 10.3% overall 
and just 6.2% of the private sector in 
2019.  

Labor Day 

1962%20-%20Cesar%20Chavez%20and%20Delores%20Huerta%20start%20the%20United%20FarmWorkers%20of%20%20America%091962%20-%20Cesar%20Chavez%20and%20Deloreshttps:/ufw.org/research/history/ufw-chronology/
1962%20-%20Cesar%20Chavez%20and%20Delores%20Huerta%20start%20the%20United%20FarmWorkers%20of%20%20America%091962%20-%20Cesar%20Chavez%20and%20Deloreshttps:/ufw.org/research/history/ufw-chronology/


Monthly Newsletter of 

 

6330 Belmont Road  

Suite 1 

Downers Grove 60516 

Office: 630-515-0381 

Fax: 630-515-0835 

www.ibewlocal15.org  

— OFFICERS  — 

Terry McGoldrick 
PRESIDENT   

BUSINESS MANAGER 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Bill Phillips 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

SENIOR ASSISTANT BUSINESS MANAGER 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER 

Amy Willis-Allison 
RECORDING SECRETARY 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER 

George Longoria 
TREASURER  

—  EXECUTIVE BOARD —  

CHAIRPERSON 

Kathy Flynn 
CLERICAL DIVISION  

Brian Daniels 
GENERATING PHYSICAL NUCLEAR DIVISION 

Ian Hacker 
GENERATING PHYSICAL FOSSIL DIVISION  

Mike Keating 
COMMERCIAL PHYSICAL DIVISION  

Vinnie Rochotte 
COMMERCIAL PHYSICAL DIVISION  

Russ "Rudy" Ruettiger 
AT LARGE 

Tom Tibbles 
CLERICAL DIVISION  

Slow the  

Coronavirus 

Spread . . . . . . 

Page 3 UNITY September 2020 

 On the afternoon of Monday Au-
gust 10, 2020 a storm hit the 
ComEd service territory knocking 
out power to about 850,000 cus-
tomers. This was the largest number 
of customers out from one storm 
since at least 2011. The storm in-
cluded winds of almost 100 mph and 
the company reported that 13 or 14 
tornados touched down in the area. 
As is the norm when power goes 
out, the Care Center immediately 
felt the impact, with many of those 
customers calling in to report outag-
es, downed power lines, trees on 
wires, and emergency conditions as 
well as call back numerous times for 
updates on estimated restoral times. 
During this period the Care Center 
took one million calls related to the 
storm and did so with an impressive 
90% service level - meaning 90% of 
all calls were answered in thirty sec-
onds or less. The average speed of 
answer for calls during this period 
was less than twenty-five seconds. 
Call Center employees also made 
approximately 3000 proactive calls 
later that week, calling customers 
who were still without power to 
provide them with updates about the 
outage and information regarding 
their estimated restoral time.  

 IBEW 15 Business Representatives 
Michael Freeman and Fabian Vela 
were in constant contact with both 
our own Union Stewards and the 
company trying to make sure all in-
ternal Local 15 options were being 
utilized to respond to the high call 
volume and address many of the is-
sues that came up during this period. 
In addition to utilizing all regular 
CSRs and CC1s, Temporary CSRs 
were also engaged for overtime to 

assist with the call volume, as well as 
members in  the New Business Cen-
tral Department.  

 With widespread outages through-
out the service territory many em-
ployees who were working remotely 
were impacted by the loss of power, 
and unable to perform their work 
remotely. Unfortunately, with the 
volume of calls and many employees 
working remotely, many issues 
arose during this period, which will 
need to be worked out, including 
numerous problems with bypasses, 
meals, shifts and the handling of em-
ployees working remotely who were 
impacted by outages. IBEW Local 
15 and the company have agreed to 
temporarily put permanent work at 
home discussions for Care Center 
employees on hold until many of 
these issues can be sorted out. A Call 
Center Storm Task Force Team has 
already been assembled to begin 
those discussions with the hopes of 
creating a playbook for future storm 
handling so both sides can avoid this 
type of situation from happening 
again in the future. Call Center em-
ployees are reminded to report any 
storm related issues impacting over-
time, callouts, meals, schedules, or 
any other issues to their Call Center 
Stewards so those issues can be ad-
dressed in these meetings. 

http://www.ibewlocal15.org
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Election Authority website Phone Number 

Boone County www.boonecountyil.org/department/clerk 

Carroll County  www.carroll-county.net 

Chicago City of  chicagoelections.com/en/home  

Christian County christiancountyil.com/county-clerk-recorder 

Cook County www.cookcountyclerk.com 

DeKalb County dekalb.il.clerkserve.com 

DuPage County www.dupageco.org/election 

Grundy County www.grundyco.org/county-clerkrecorder 

Henry County www.henrycty.com/Departments/Elections 

Kane County www.countyof kane.org 

Kankakee County www.kankakeecountyclerk.com 

Kendall County www.co.kendall.il.us/offices/county-clerk-recorder  

Lake County www.lakecountyil.gov/163/Elections 

LaSalle County lasallecounty.org/lasalle-county-clerk 

Lee County www.leecountyil.com  

Livingston County www.livingstoncounty-il.org  

McHenry County www.mchenrycountyil.gov 

Ogle County www.oglecounty.org 

Rock Island County www.rockislandcounty.org/Elections/Home 

Rockford City of www.voterockford.com 

Sangamon County www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections 

Stephenson County www.co.stephenson.il.us  

Tazewell County www.tazewell.com  

Whiteside County www.whiteside.org  

Will County www.thewillcountyclerk.com  

Winnebago County winnebagocountyclerk.com/election-information 

 Many Local Election Authorities in 
Illinois have started accepting appli-
cations from voters for Mail-In Bal-
lots. Generally, the County Clerk 
serves as the Local Election Authori-
ty except for larger cities like Rock-
ford and Chicago. 
 Due to health concerns from 
COVID19, election authorities are 
urging voters to make a plan to ei-
ther vote early or to vote by mail and 

avoid waiting until November 3rd.  
Primary election turnout ranges be-
tween twenty and twenty—five per-
cent but the Coronavirus affected the 
March 17th  Primary with reduced 
turnout, closed polling places, short-
ages of Election Judges and the un-
fortunate spread of COVID19.  
 Election Authorities are also put-
ting out calls for Election Judges who 
are critical to ensure voting is done 
properly at polling places on Election 
Day. Members employed by ComEd
-BSC and Exelon are covered under 
Article VI section 15 “If a regular 
employee, upon notice to the Com-
pany, is absent during their basic 

workweek to serve as Judge or Clerk 
in a public election, under the juris-
diction of election officials, the em-
ployee will be paid the difference 
between their basic hourly rate of 
pay for that day and election pay, 
provided the former is the larger, 
and will retain all fees received.”  
 For information on early voting; 
vote by mail; or serving as an Elec-
tion Judge, please visit the website of 
your local Election Authority in Illi-
nois listed below. In 2016, voter 
turnout in Iowa  was 68.6%, Wis-
consin - 68.3% - Illinois - 60.1% and 
Indiana - 56.2% Don’t sit this one 
out! 

http://www.boonecountyil.org/department/clerk
https://www.carroll-county.net/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b8FC0D51D-C98F-497D-82E3-3FD08197C44B%7d
https://chicagoelections.com/en/home.html
https://christiancountyil.com/county-clerk-recorder/elections/
https://www.cookcountyclerk.com/agency/elections
http://dekalb.il.clerkserve.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/election/
https://www.grundyco.org/county-clerkrecorder/clerk-home/elections-department/election-media-releases/
http://www.henrycty.com/Departments/Elections
http://www.kanecountyclerk.org/Elections/Pages/Early-Voting.aspx
https://www.kankakeecountyclerk.com/election-information/
https://www.co.kendall.il.us/offices/county-clerk-recorder/election-voter-information
https://www.lakecountyil.gov/163/Elections
https://lasallecounty.org/electionsvoting/
https://www.leehttps:/www.leecountyil.com/207/Election-Information
https://www.livingstoncounty-il.org/wordpress/
https://www.mchenrycountyil.gov/county-government/departments-a-i/county-clerk
https://www.oglecounty.org/departments/county_clerk/elections.php
https://www.rockislandcounty.org/Elections/Home/
https://www.voterockford.com/
https://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/Elections/Default.aspx
http://www.co.stephenson.il.us/clerk/elections2020.asp
https://www.tazewell.com/CountyClerk/CountyClerkElections.html
https://elections-whiteside.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.thewillcountyclerk.com/
https://winnebagocountyclerk.com/election-information


Retired Member  

Overhead Northern Region  

July  22,  2020  Age 65  

Retired Member  

Maywood Area Operator  

August  17,  2020  Age 62  
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Continued 

 The razing of the old Chicago 
North Headquarters started August 
25. The edifice has been vacant since 
last December when workers 
moved to the new building one 
block south. The headquarters, with 
about one-thousand employees in 
clerical, underground, substation, 
overhead, transportation, stores, 
and customer service, was estab-
lished in the mid-1950s when the 
Company trifurcated the city into 
three divisions. Chgo North served 
the area from North Avenue up to 
the border, Chgo South from Per-
shing Road down to the city limits 
and Chgo Central served the six-
mile wide strip between.  

 During an austerity program in the 
mid-1980s, North and South ab-
sorbed the famed Chgo Central and 
set Cermak Road as their border.  

 Built in 1931, the Northern Ser-
vice Building was a warehouse and 
garage for the Northwestern Gener-
ating Station which sat where the 
new headquarters are. Northwest-
ern Station went into service in 
1912 and occupied the parcel from 
Roscoe to Addison and from Kim-
ball to the Chicago River.  

 The original 20,000 kilowatt coal 
fired Curtiss turbines were the 

world’s largest at the 
time. During a 1946 na-
tion-wide coal strike, the 
station was reconfigured 
to also burn oil. The sta-
tion was taken out of 
service in 1970 as pollu-
tion controls increased 
and nuclear power came 
on line.  

The new headquarters is 
a state of the art 104,000 
square foot space which 
houses about six hundred 

employees and includes a new 
65,000 square foot warehouse with 
a 30 foot overhead clearance and six 
docks for shipping and receiving 
materials necessary to keep the sys-
tem running.  

 

Mutual Aid 
Beginning in Iowa, a derecho of un-
precedented size and strength tore 
across a five states and destroyed 
property, crops and electric infra-
structure as it went. Wind speeds 
were reportedly as high as 112 miles 
per hour leaving well over 1.2 mil-
lion mid-western  customers with-
out electric power. 

  Those returning from mutual assis-
tance and all hands within ComEd 
territory immediately went into 
restoration efforts across all regions.    

At its darkest point, ComEd cus-
tomer outages topped 800,000, 
with damages reaching into the hun-
dreds of millions.  Fifty-nine year 
old Francisco Rice was found dead 
from a suspected contact with 
downed wire near 154th Street and 
Merrill Avenue on August 11th. 

  The employees returning from 
mutual assistance joined the all 

hands restoration work here at 
home. With huge efforts, over 
eighty-percent of the customers 
who were out of power were re-
stored in the first twenty-four 
hours. 

 At the peak of the efforts there 
were nearly 2100 workers, in vari-
ous capacities, restoring power 
across the territory. These numbers 
included all of ComEd’s line crews, 
contractors, wire watchers and all 
forms of support personnel. Stew-
ards for Transmission Underground 
and Meter Readers, who were not 
fully engaged, are attempting to 
resolve those issues with the Com-
pany.  

 In this time frame, four drop-
down stockyards were established to 
aid in distributing material to the 
crews. These yards held material as 
diverse as the areas being restored 
including poles, arms, wire, and 
distribution as well as transmission 
equipment were issued to the crews 
in the field. 

  By the end of the day on August 
15th, customer outages were below 
5,000. Within 24 hours those num-
bers were further brought down, to 
350 with the remaining customer 
outages picked up on the 17th. 

  The efforts of all who participated 
in the power restoration over those 
14 days were herculean, and the 
result of their labor, amazing.  

J. Randolph 



R E T I R E M E N T S
The following Members have received Withdrawal Cards from IBEW Local 15 

Congratulations and Thank You for Your Service  -   from Your IBEW Local 15 Sisters and Brothers     
Name  Job Classification  Location Service Date 

ROY GARCIA Building Operator Chicago North November 1982 

ROBERT VETTESE Fleet Equipment Mechanic  Libertyville June 1983 

EDWARD DELGADO A Mechanic  LaSalle October 1984 

ALDO MARTINO OH Electrician Joliet September 1985 

KENNETH PAOLONE UG Protection Electrician Chicago South September 1985 

RANDY MAY Senior Nuclear Mechanic  Quad Cities January 1988 

WILLIAM HARPER Radiation Protection Technician Braidwood September 1990 

DIANA STRANDGARD Surveillance Clerk Quad Cities February 1991 

JEFFERY RICHARDS OH Electrician Channahon  March 1991 

LUIS ESPARZA Senior Nuclear Mechanic  Dresden October 1991 

FEEL SICK?  
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 New Members 
 Pictured above, Union Sisters Patri-
cia DeLacruz, Crystal Surillo, and 
Rachel Gawron are sworn in by  
Chairperson Amy Allison at the 
Elmhurst Meeting. 

 Business Representative Mark 
Shaulis administers the IBEW Oath to 
Brothers Curtis Roberts, Austin 
Uhrig, Kyle Burbano and Nathan 
Wojczynski at the Rockford Meeting 
in the lower picture.  

 Links to state-wide election au-
thorities for Illinois, Iowa, Indiana 
and Wisconsin are listed below.  
Information on election dates, reg-
istration, change of address, polling 
place, early voting and mail-in vot-
ing can be found at these official 
websites. 

Illinois State Board of Elections 

 

Indiana Secretary of State 

 

Iowa Secretary of State 

 

Wisconsin Elections Commission 

 myvote.wi.gov/en-us  

www.elections.il.gov  

www.in.gov/sos/elections  

sos.iowa.gov/elections  

https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/
https://www.elections.il.gov/
https://www.in.gov/sos/elections/
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/

